
	
 

Reno-Tahoe Aviation Group 
Meeting Minutes 
February 3, 2021 

 
I. Call to Order 
RTAG President Dr. Bob Larkin called to order the Special Meeting of the Reno-Tahoe Aviation 
Group at 6:01pm on February 3, 2021 at CAP Headquarters, 2890 Vassar St., Reno, NV 89502. 
 
II. Roll Call 
A roll call was not conducted. The following officers, directors, and special guests were present: 
Dr. Bob Larkin – President 
Karen Inda – Secretary 
Jim Dudzinski – Director 
Trygve Inda – Director 
Bob Meurer – Director 
Jim Rundle – Director (via Zoom) 
Francisco Magana – Prospective Director and Chair of the Educational Programs Committee 
Michael Cleveland – Prospective Director 
Tom Dyer – Prospective Director 
Richard Polivy – Prospective Director 
Emma Riek – Prospective Director (via Zoom) 
 
III. Announcements 
Dr. Bob thanked the Civil Air Patrol for hosting our group.  
 
Stellar Aviation is now managing the T-hangars at RNO. Adam Tennant of the RTAA has 
received the stickers with Stellar Aviation’s contact information. He is planning to place one on 
each hangar door this week. If you have a hangar maintenance issue, please contact Stellar 
Aviation by email first to establish a written record of the request as documentation if there is no 
action, or if the action is inadequate. You can always follow up your email with a phone call.  
 
Larry Cheek announced a Zoom meeting next Tuesday, February 9th, from 5:30pm, hosted by the 
Stead Users Group. All area pilots are welcome to attend. It will be a recap of all incidents, 
accidents, and pilot deviations for this area during 2020. Attendance is limited. You can register 
for the meeting and Wings credit here: 
https://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/event_details.aspx?eid=103703 
 
IV. Message from Daren Griffin 
RTAA’s CEO joined the meeting via Zoom. He said that passenger traffic at RNO is down by 
60%, which is better than the national average of 70%. Recovery is tied in with the vaccine and 
they expect low passenger numbers until Memorial Day at the earliest. GA numbers have been 
steady throughout the entire ordeal. Airport employees are in Tier 2 for the vaccine and are not 



	
expected to receive their shots until the end of February or even longer. Fortunately, the airport is 
not wholly dependent on the airlines. Rental car revenue is actually up, as more people opt for 
the relative safety of a sanitized rental car over a taxi. RTAA has not had to lay anyone off. 
About 10% of those who worked there one year ago have either retired or left of their own 
accord. The CARES Act is helping RTAA survive.  
 
Runway 16R-34L construction will resume on March 15th and is expected to continue until 
September 30th. The runway will be closed the entire time. They are installing new lighting, 
concrete panels that will last for decades, and more. Then, in Fall 2022, the runway will close 
again for Mag-Var renumbering.  
 
Wrong surface landings are up at RNO. There were 18 in the past five years, with seven of those 
in the past four months. Brandi Kjose and the FAA Safety Team are trying to find a solution, but 
“thinking outside the box” doesn’t work in a field where everything should be standardized. The 
FAA is creating a video that may help. The tower may start asking pilots to report abeam the 
numbers to see whether that helps.  
 
Karen asked about the RFP to build new hangars and a new GA facility at Stead. Daren said they 
took back some land from another investor who was supposed to have built hangars years ago. 
Aviation Classics may be interested in doing the work, but they are open to hearing from other 
investors, as well. The taxiways to nowhere (along with utilities) were built using taxpayer 
dollars, so the airport has an obligation to find a private company to build hangars. 
 
V. Board of Directors Elections 
Dr. Bob read aloud the names of the nine candidates for the 2021-2023 RTAG Board of 
Directors. They are: 
 
Dr. Bob Larkin, Karen Inda, Trygve Inda, and Bob Meurer – all current directors 
Francisco Magana, Michael Cleveland, Tom Dyer, Richard Polivy, and Emma Riek – all 
prospective directors 
 
Then Dr. Bob yielded the floor to Past President Jim Rundle, who mentioned that we have nine 
candidates and nine positions. He asked, “Is there anyone present who would like to add their 
name to the list?” There was no other interest. Then Jim asked everyone who would like to vote 
“Yes” on approving the entire slate of nine candidates to raise their hand. All in favor, none 
opposed. The new Board of Directors’ term begins April 1st. There will be a Zoom meeting in 
the next week or so to elect the new officers. New board members can email Karen to request an 
officer position.  
 
VI. Wings Credit Program 
Francisco gave a presentation on Radio Communications and Airspace. Those who attended will 
receive Wings credit.  



	
There was also a discussion about the teardrop approach into a pattern from the opposite side of 
a non-towered field. Although the FAA approves of this approach, the AOPA advises against it. 
Larry Cheek offered to host a meeting for all Northern Nevada pilot groups to discuss operations 
at non-towered fields.    
 
VII. Adjournment 
Francisco adjourned the meeting at 7:18pm. 
Minutes submitted by Karen Inda.  
 


