
	
 

Reno-Tahoe Aviation Group 
 

Meeting Minutes 
October 2, 2019 

 
I. Call to Order 
Dr. Bob Larkin called to order the general meeting of the Reno-Tahoe Aviation Group at 5:37pm on 
October 2, 2019 at CAP Headquarters, 601 S. Rock Blvd., Reno, NV. 
 
II. Roll Call 

A roll call was not conducted. The following officers and directors were present: 

Dr. Bob Larkin – President 
Sandy Munns – Vice-President 
Samantha Dragoli – Treasurer 
Karen Inda – Secretary 
Jim Dudzinski – Director 
Trygve Inda – Director 
Bob Meurer – Director 
Jim Rundle – Director 
 
III. Approval of Minutes 

The minutes for the Board of Directors meeting on September 10th were previously approved and posted 
on the RTAG website. 
 
IV. Announcements 

Poker Run 

Karen Inda gave an update on the RTAG Northern Nevada Poker Run, happening next Saturday, October 
12th, weather permitting. We have purchased all of the cards, envelopes, security seals, and other 
materials needed for the event. Anyone who can stay after the meeting and help assemble them will be 
greatly appreciated. There are seven airports participating. You are welcome to drive to your home airport 
and pick up your first card(s) on the way to your plane. This will mean one less start for your engine. 
Atlantic Aviation is the only participating FBO that is open 24/7. All other FBOs open at 8am.  
 
Hangar Rent Study 

Hangar tenants who signed the “payment under protest” form a couple of years ago have received their 
rebates. Dr. Bob Larkin thanked the GA representatives on the RTIA User Committee for their hard work 
on the Hangar Rent Study over the past couple of years. These include Jim Rundle, Jim Dudzinski, Bob 
Meurer, and others.  



	
AmazonSmile 

A new fundraising idea is to add the Tom Pagnano Memorial Scholarship Fund to the list of charities on 
AmazonSmile. Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable 
organizations selected by their customers. This idea has been approved by John Howitt, Chair of the 
Fundraising Committee, and Karen Inda will work on implementation.  

Operation Santa Claus 

Operation Santa Claus (OSC) is happening this year on Saturday, December 7th, from 11am to 1pm. We 
are doing the Parade of Planes again this year. If you are interested in participating in the Parade of 
Planes, please contact Karen Inda. Bob Meurer, who will do the marshalling again this year, will hold a 
pilot briefing the night before, on Friday, December 6th. Sam Dragoli will organize the ornament-making 
stations. Bob, Sam, and Karen are planning to attend the next OSC meeting on October 16th.  

Annual Banquet 

On Wednesday, March 4th, RTAG will hold its Annual Banquet at Red Hawk Resort in Wingfield 
Springs. The plan is for most people to have the steak buffet. Those who don’t eat steak can pay in 
advance for a plated chicken or vegetarian dinner. We plan to have a guest speaker and a slideshow of 
RTAG events. We will also give out the scholarship and other awards. All RTAG members and their 
spouses, as well as employees of the FAA and the Reno ATC tower are invited to attend.   

Annual Dues 

Annual dues are $20 and are due in January. We accept checks, cash, PayPal, and credit cards via the 
PayPal button on the RTAG website. Employees of the FAA and the Reno ATC tower are welcome to 
join, also.  

Stead User Group 

Tom Hall, President of the Reno-Stead Airport Association, announced that their next meeting will be 
held this Tuesday, October 8th, from 5:15pm, upstairs in the Stead Terminal Building. All are welcome. 
The speaker will be Michael Reynolds, ATP, CFI, Aerospace Instructor, Certified Teacher, EAA Chapter 
1361 Young Eagles Program Director.  

Reno High Sierra 99s 

Neita Montague of the Reno High Sierra 99s announced that they are offering five different aviation 
scholarships for female pilots and female student pilots. For more information, visit their website: 
https://www.renohighsierra99s.org 

Special Event: Decision Making during a Crisis, by Ret CDR Kirk Lippold of the USS Cole 
As the Commanding Officer during the attack of the USS Cole, CDR Lippold shares his experience 
during the crisis. Now an instrument-rated pilot, he shares how that experience shaped his approach to 
aviation and how pilots can adopt that basic technique to deal with unexpected events. Thursday, October 
3, 2019 at 6:30pm at the Atlantis Casino, 3800 S. Virginia St.  

 



	
V. WINGS Credit Program 

Brandi Kjose, the new RNO Air Traffic Control Tower Manager, gave a presentation on Unmanned 
Aerial System (UAS, a.k.a. drone) procedures in Class C airspace. This is especially relevant today, as 
UPS was authorized this past week to be the first company to be allowed to use drones to make deliveries. 
For now, their activities are limited to campuses, but it will surely expand.  

Larry Cheek of the FAA added that there are over two million drones registered in the US, which is five 
times the number of airplanes.  

Ms. Kjose started her air traffic career in the US Navy 23 years ago. Since that time, she has worked as a 
civilian controller for various FAA towers and TRACONs all over the country. She and former RNO 
Tower Manager Carl Scribner are good friends and used to work together. Her surname is pronounced 
“chos,” which rhymes with dose. She has already established good relationships with all of the airport 
teams on the field.  

One of her lead controllers, Ashley Doster, accompanied Ms. Kjose. Ms. Doster began her ATC career in 
the US Air Force 18 years ago and then became a civilian controller. She has been in Reno for five years 
and has four children.  

With the introductions complete, the presentation on UAS continued. This past May, the law changed 
with regards to UAS. Previously, a recreational drone flyer within five miles of an airport was only 
required to call the tower to notify them of their intentions. As of May 2019, recreational drone flyers 
need special authorization to fly within five miles of an airport. The new law is called the FAA 
Reauthorization Bill Recreational Flyers (2018 FAA Bill – Section 349) Advisory Circular 91-57B. 
<https://www.faa.gov/uas/recreational_fliers/> 

There are many apps that provide a grid with boxes. AirMap is one such app.	<https://www.airmap.com> 
Each box has an altitude at which UAS are allowed to fly. Next to an airport, the altitude is zero. As you 
get further from an airport, the altitude becomes 100, 200, 300, or 400 feet. These are maximum altitudes; 
if you request to fly at 30 feet in a 200-foot box, it will almost certainly be automatically approved. If you 
request to fly at 150 feet in a 100-foot box, you will not get an automatic approval, but the circumstances 
will be considered. All requests must be made 24 hours in advance, but there can be faster authorization 
for emergency drone use.  

UAS flights can only be made between sunrise and sunset unless you get special permission. According 
to Mr. Cheek, drones that fly at night must have lights.  

If you live in a zero box, you cannot even fly 20 feet above the ground in your own driveway. Newer 
UAS are designed to not take off if they are in a zero box. However, even in a zero box, you can get 
special permission to use a drone near a large building like the GSR.  

Ms. Kjose pointed attendees to the FAA websites for UAS Facility Maps and The Drone Zone to register 
UAS. 

<https://www.faa.gov/uas/commercial_operators/uas_facility_maps/> 

<https://faadronezone.faa.gov/#/> 



	
Jon Plamondon asked about weight. Ms. Kjose replied that, for drones under 55 pounds, the rules are 
more lenient, but they still need authorization for every flight. Mr. Cheek added that drones under ½ 
pound do not need to be registered.  

Ms. Kjose discussed Letters of Agreement (LOA) and Low Altitude Authorization and Notification 
Capability (LAANC). An LOA allows groups to obtain standing permission from the FAA to fly UAS. 
The only group with a current LOA is the Academy of Model Aeronautics RC Club. LAANC is a 
collaboration between the FAA and industry. It directly supports UAS integration into the airspace. 

<https://www.faa.gov/uas/programs_partnerships/data_exchange/> 

If an aircraft reports a UAS, the tower calls the police. They may even call Washington, D.C. if the UAS 
is too close to the aircraft. If you see a UAS while flying, get as many details as possible and then notify 
ATC. What color was it? How many rotors did it have? Where was it in relation to the ground? If you can 
provide the nearest intersection or a physical feature below the drone, it will greatly help police determine 
where it might have come from.  

If you sell a drone that you’ve registered, it’s very important that the buyer re-register it. This protects you 
in the event that the buyer flies the UAS irresponsibly.  

Mr. Plamondon asked whether these rules apply to airports such as Spanish Springs. Ms. Kjose replied 
that it depends on who owns the airport. Private airports are not required to follow these rules. Bob 
Meurer said that private airports will put out a NOTAM regarding UAS flights.  

Several of the attendees complimented the tower on the job they’ve done during the ongoing construction. 
There were also a few questions. Tom Dyer wanted to know whether there are still a lot of incursions. Ms. 
Doster replied that they struggled at first, but now they are used to it. If you get taxi instructions that are 
hard to follow, you can ask them to speak more slowly or to give you progressive instructions.  

Trygve Inda said that he has sometimes, but not always, been told to stop between the runways to call 
ground, even though one runway is closed. Ms. Kjose replied that two of the ground controllers are 
trainees, but also that ground owns the closed runway, so it’s correct to tell you to contact ground before 
crossing the closed runway.   

Ms. Kjose mentioned that some airports have a scanner to notify them that an aircraft is heading for the 
wrong runway. RNO does not. If they see you heading for the wrong runway, they may quickly clear you 
for the one you are heading for. There have been five landings on the wrong runway at RNO in the past 
year. An airline nearly landed on 16L recently while workers were on the closed runway. The airline had 
to go around. Jim Rundle reminded the tower personnel of the squared Taxiway A next to 34L. Ms. Kjose 
said that’s getting fixed next summer. Mr. Inda pointed out a much less expensive solution: Fort Worth 
Meacham Airport in Texas has parallel runways 16 and 17, as well as a taxiway that looks like a third 
parallel runway. They have written “TAXI” in giant yellow letters that pilots can read from two miles out.  

Jim Dudzinski asked about the MagVAR (magnetic variation) and how that will affect runway 
renumbering. Ms. Kjose said that the numbers are being changed as the runways get resurfaced. We will 
probably not have 16 and 17 at the same time. One will open and the other will close.  

 



	
VI. Future Meetings 

Dr. Bob Larkin asked members to go to the RTAG website and tell us what kind of education and safety 
presentations you want for WINGS credit. The RTAG Educational Programs Committee Chair is Denny 
Prins. You can contact him here: <https://www.renoaviation.org/educationalprograms> 

RTAG’s officers and directors will meet in November to plan future meetings and events.  

There will be no RTAG general meeting in December. Instead, we will have the Parade of Planes pilot 
briefing and Operation Santa Claus. In January, there will be another AOPA Safety Seminar.  

VII. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:45pm. 
Minutes submitted by Karen Inda.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


